
If the military has itôs way the 

Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site  

will become the worldôs largest 

live-fire range, destroying the  

natural, historical and cultural  

treasures of Southeastern  

Colorado forever.    

We who oppose this proposal 

are a diverse group of patriotic 

people from all walks of life, who 

share the common goal of  

preventing the Pentagon from 

destroying the land and the lives 

of Southeast Colorado. Our  

opposition has nothing to do 

with support for the men and 

women in uniform, or with train-

ing to maintain an adequate  

military.  It as everything to do 

with the over-reaching power of 

the military-industrial complex. 

The Defense Departmentôs plan 

to acquire additional land 

amounting to an area larger than 

the state of Connecticut; is  

unnecessary and wrong,   

especially in light of the fact that 

the DOD already has 25-million 

acres within the US at its dis-

posal.  We ask all citizens to 

help us encourage legislators to 

rein in the DOD, and hold them 

accountable. 

     

Thereôs more than meets the 

eye, driving across the proposed 

expansion area. Itôs easy to see 

cattle grazing upon apparently 

flat, uninhabited grasslands. But 

itôs not so easy to see is the  

canyons that the Purgatoire and 

Apisipa Rivers have cut deep 

into the landscape. Itôs not easy 

to see the Native American cliff  

shelters or the petroglyphs that 

have adorned the canyon walls 

for thousands of years. Itôs not 

easy to see the ruins of  

Hispanic Placitas and Anglo 

homesteads or the ruts of the 

Santa Fe Trail or the homes of 

ranchers, many of whom have 

lived on, and cared for the land 

for four and five generations.  

We are ranchers,  

farmers, historians, archaeologists,  

environmentalists, artists, business people, teachers 

and students, elected officials and local communities. 

We are the people of Southeastern Colorado.   
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