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Editor: On of the other things was to facilitate agreements or partnerships with natural resource groups, such as the Nature Conservancy.  Are you seeing more interest in that approach in the Fort Carson area?  

Mr. Stack: Yes, to some degree.  I do know that our environmental office is working very closely with the Nature Conservancy and also the parks system.  At this time I don’t know much about the relationship between our environmental office and other agencies.  

When it comes to expansion there is more opportunity for such partnerships at the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Training Site-a sub-post of Fort Carson.  I know our environment office is working with the Nature Conservancy on expanding Pinon Canyon. I think we need to get all the shareholders involved. Our freedoms as a country don’t come free and we need to be sure that we can train our military forces as they are going to fight.  We are getting more and more sophisticated- I believe we are entering a period when we will be exponentially increasing our sophistication and ability to wage war in the defense of our country.  As we get more and more sophisticated, our weapons will get more lethal at greater and greater ranges.  We are going to have to proportionately grow our training lands to enable us train as we are going to fight. 
Editor: And it would seem to me that what we are seeing is terms of speed, lethality, and range is that some of these training ranges have to become larger than they are today to be able to support emerging capability and doctrine.  How is Pinon Canyon able to do that if you are allowed to expand there?  

Mr. Stack:  I just came out of a meeting on future combat systems and the project manager for the unit of action (UA), which is a brigade-sized unit, told us that the radius of action of the UA is 75 kilometers.  That is about a 150-kilometer square box.  It’s a big area, much bigger than our National Training Center.  We are now looking at expanding Pinon Canyon to a size that will accommodate this unit of action.  

