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American Indian Popularion by County in Colorado
Toral 44,241 2000 Census
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Estimated Tribal Terwitories in Colorado
During 1he Lare Ninteenth Cenrury
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observations gathered In the Late T800's. Trihal territories are dynamic by nature, and consuliation should
therefore be conducted accondingly
“This map has been adapeed by the Colorado Comprision of Indlza Afairs from a document developed by the
Calorado Offire of Archaeology and Histork: Preservation.

A good and solid relationship exists between FC and Native American
tribes; however in other parts of the country some tribes are currently
active in land litigation issues.
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WHO IS AN AMERICAN INDIAN?

There are millions of people with Indian ancestry, but that does not make them American Indians
in the eyes of tribes er the federal government, The federal government considers someone
American Indian if he or she belongs to a federally recognized tribe. Individual tribes have the
exclusive right to determine their own membership. Tribal governments formally list their
members, who must meet specific criteria for enroltment. Some require a person to trace half of

i : L IR .S W T U, (ORI . -
his or her lineage to the wibe, while others require only proof of descent.

WHY ARE NATIVE PEOPLES REFERRED TO AS INDIANS?

Indigenous péople in the United States were first referred to as Indians because Columbus
believed he had reached the East Indies when he touched the shores of North America. Today, -
many Native people prefer to call themselves American Indian to avoid stereotypes associated

with Indian.

WHICH IS CORRECT: AMERICAN INDIAN OR NATIVE AMERICAN?

Either term is generally acceptable, although individuals may have a preference. Native American
was first used in the 1960s for American Indians and Alaska Natives. Over time, Native American
has been expanded to include all native peoples of the United States and its territories, including
Hawaiian natives, Chamorros and American Samoans. (Native American and American Indian
are used interchangeably in this document.)

HOW MANY AMERICAN INDIANS'AND ALASKA NATIVES ARE THERE?

There are 2.3 million, according to U.S. Census estimates for 1997. They represent roughly 1% of
the overall population. Before Europeans arrived in North America, Native Americans may have
numbered as many as 10 million. By the time colonisis began keeping records, the population
was substantially less, ravaged by war, famine, forced labor and disease from Europeans.

WHAT IS A TRIBE?

Originally, tribes were a society of people bound by blood ties, family relations and 2 common
- language. They also had their own religion and political systemn. When members of different
tribes were forced to live together on reservations, some new tribal groupings formed.

HOW MANY TRIBES ARE THERE?

In 1998, there are 554 federally recognized tribes in the United States, according to the federal
Bureau of Indian Affairs. This includes 226 native villages in Alaska. Federal recognition
acknowledges the government-to-government status a tribe has with the United States, and also
provides for certain federal services. '

WHAT POWERS DO THE TRIBES, AS NATIONS, HOLD?

They have a nationhood status, enjoying the powers of government, except of those expressly
taken away by Congress or overruled by the Supreme Court. The United States recognizes the 3 5 -'d
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tribes’ tights to form their owa government, determine membership, administer justice, and raise faxes,
establish businesses and exclude people from reservations. Tribal nations regulate Indian land, resources
and the conduct of tribal members on Indian land. '

WHAT KIND OF GOVERNMENTS DO THE TRIBES RUN?

Most tribal governments are organized democratically with elected leaders in highly developed
political systems that often predate the arrival of European settiers. While similar in struciure to
American governments, the tribal governments are smaller, with far fewer resources.

WHAT IS THE TRIBAL COUNCIL?

The tribes governing body is usually referred to as the tribal council, and is elected by adult
members of the tribe. Heading the council is one elected chairperson, president, chief or governor
who is the recognized leader. The council performs the legislative aspects of tribal government.

WHAT IS TRUST LAND?

Land held by the United States for the use and benefit of American Indian tribes. Virtually all trust
land is located in reservations. Tribes also have the ability to purchase land and to petition the '
federal government to hold it in trust, protecting the land from encroachment or seizure. Actions
affecting title to trust lands, including sales, are subject to approval of the U.S. Secretary of
Interior.

HAS THE GOVERNMENT TRIED TO TAKE AWAY TRIBAL LAND?

From the 1880s to the 1930s, Congress opened tribal lands for sale, with reservations losing two thirds of
their Jand base. In the 1950s, the Eisenhower adminisiration adopted a termination
policy, closing many reservations while trying to assimilate Indians into white society.

WHAT KIND OF MINERAL RESERVES ARE ON TRIBAL LAND?

Reservations contain a wealth of minerals: 5 percent of the nation’s oil and gas reserves, 50
Percent of the uranivm and 30 percent of low-sulfur coal. Other minerals include phosphate,
quartz crystal, sand, gravel, potash and sodinm. Even if tribes do not mine the minerals, they may
lease the rights to others.

WHAT IS TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY?

Just like states, tribes have attributes of sovereignty govern their own territory and internal affairs.
The status of tribes as self-governing nations is affirmed and upheld by treaties, case law and the
Constitution. Legal scholars explain that iribes are inherently sovereign, meaning they do not
trace their existence to the United States.

WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT RELATIONSI—I[P?

1t is federal policy expressing how the United States interacts with tribes. It requires the United
States to assess federal actions affecting tribes and to consult with the tribes about those actions.
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HOW ARE TRIBES EXERCISING THEIR STATUS AS SOVEREIGN NATIONS?

In New Mexico, for example, the Isleta Pueblo tribe is requiring the city of Albuquerque to abide by its
clean-water standards, which are stricter- and costlier than state requirements. In the

Pacific Northwest, tribes partner with state and federal governments to co-manage fisheries and protect
salmon stock.

WHAT IS SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY?

It is the ability of a government to define the terms upon which it can be sued. Tribes have

invoked sovereign immunity in suits that challenge their authority to regulate land use. There have been
recent efforts in Congress to limit a tribe’s sovereign immunity, but they have not been

adopted.

WHAT ARE TREATIES?

From 1777 to 1871, US relations with Indian hations were negotiated through legally binding
agreements called {reaties. These treaties, or agreements, between tribal governments and the
United States transferred and created property rights as well as service obligations. There were
371 treaties signed with American Indian tribes, usually to gain rights to their land.

WHAT AGREEMENTS DID THE TREATIES CONTAIN?

The treaties often promised Indians protection, goods, services, self-governing rights and a tribal
homeland in exchange for their cooperation and vast acres of fand.

WHY DID ECROPEAN SETTLERS ENTER INTO TREATIES WITH THE TRIBES?

Tribes had power because of their military strength and knowledge of the land. They could have
forced Europeans off the continent, if they had banded together. European law also taught
colonists that land transactions required legal documentation.

WHY DID THE TRIBES AGREE TO THE TREATIES?

Faced with giving up their lands or losing their people to war, disease and a rising tide of settlers,
the Indians entered into the agreements. The tribes view treaties as solemn moral obligations.

ARE TREATIES STILL VALID?

Although the government stopped entering into treaties with Indian tribes in 1871, the Constitution
holds treaties as the supreme law of the land. Once a treaty is signed, it stays in effect unless
superseded by acts of Congress or other treaties.

DO TREATIES GRANT NATIVE AMERICANS SPECIAL RIGHTS TODAY?

In the Pacific Northwest, tribes are able to hunt, fish and gather food as their ancestors did. On all
reservations, tribes have access to free education and medical care provided by the federal
government. These are examples of Indian rights based on treaties signed years ago.
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