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By RAY BROUSSARD Pueblo reservoir, for Tiver
Gazette Telegraph erossing and amphibious train-
Staff Writer ing.

DENVER — House minority
leader Tom Farley of Pueblo
gaid Tuesday that a stealthily
' moving, almost clandestine Ft.
Carson operalion —lo acquire
'land south 1o the Pueblo reser-
@oir for war games —is al-
'ready backed by $7.2 million in
federal monies, withoul the
army “bolbering 1o briefl the
siale, any affected burcaus, or
anybody else as to what thelr
pllﬂl are. L1

graph Tuesday that he will coo-

tinve Lo press for approval of a
resclution ths! would sabolage
Fi. Carsoo’s plans 1o extend the

“"Nobody even knows how the|
Army got the $7.2 million,"
Farley said, “‘but presumably it
has been budgeted for some
time and would be used in the
acquisition of land, and In the
training operations.”

A little over a week ago, Far-
ley received pearly unanimous
approval from the house stale
aflairs commitice an his propos-
al —a memarial urging Colora-

i do's congressional delegates in|suppo
Farley lold the Gazretle 'rdz-iwulﬁm:tm to scoltle the Ft

i Carson acquisition proposal
This past weekend, Democriat-
ic Coloradgo Reps Floyd Beskell

move, claiming that the oper-

‘| ation planned by the mountain

post would endabger the eavi-|
ronment and the ecology over ai

three-mile reach
kansas River.

And, said Farley, "I person-
ally believe that a lot of people
in the Colorado Springs ares
are against the move becsuse
the reslize it will wragk the rec-
reatisnel aspects and desiroy
the wildlife.”
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{cantlnuad Frnm Page trne';
o’mer piece’ of pmpe:t:, in C:ﬂo-]
irado; other than the game ref-!
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Fariv, on the tther. 'hand tﬂ‘d5

the Gagette Telegraph Tuesday,
A that e believes that testimony
| brought -out 1. the committee
meeting might alréady - have
I%shown be army fthe error,of
Lils ways and that it.is Toglstical-
{ly impossible for themn to_do
Awhat they wani."™ :
[“"Re was referting to mmwm?
which indicated that it. weuld
take depths of 30 feet-to support
crossings by the types of am-
phibious vehicles which Ft. Car-
son would be using.

“1 asked Clay Banta of the
Colorado Springs Chamber of
Commerce how much depth was
neaded for the crossings and he
.|said about seven feet. But the
-water will be only three feet”
+:said Farley. ~
{ ] think.” said Farley, “that
|Ft. Carson was probably think-
jing in termg of a Rhine River-

type crossing. The fact thal the
'water depth will be enly three
. Teet might be enough fs demon-

strale that the army was una-
iware of this, end would back
toul perforce.”
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Over the weekend, Evans
stated that he did nol think the
rermy would be able to docu-
‘ment vaildity {or its proposal in
an eavironmental impact sludy-
sm!cmﬁm
| Farley . agrasd and Said:
1 “Sn:me of- the land uged by the
: army*fﬂr maneu'.re;rs 12 ‘years
|ago, for only.onc day, is still in
{a-state of dlsrepair and has nut
{'been’restored.”
At the committec meelmg ]ast
| week the army was ngt, repre-
: semvd 'I‘uesda:r, Herzherger
arld Petue pmﬂted out, again,
{that the army does. not like:to
[testify at: gﬂvemmental ‘meet-|
ihgs unless they are invited. I

““Birt-:it. ‘should be ' pointed
nut 24 sald Pettie, *'that the
army ‘s side has not heen
{presented . yet. I think the news!
{media-in- the Colorado Springs|
;‘area should interview army offl-
Ictals and:get their side of this. I
| mean, that's ths only way to-bo
|fair. The only side that's been
; repmentﬁﬁmﬂr ufhe ¢PP¢-
Felthan M ool b




Thal eppesiion ceme In tha
form_of mare than, 103 Pucbh'

‘Tesidentt who ‘?h-'}WEU up at. the
mmmalte& mcE‘LinE An- Oppost-
Aon 15 the' 'Ft. Carson Pplan:
Mozt of. them  said that the
army maneuvers “would palfﬁ?:e
[the ‘river, and déa&'ﬁy ths-envi-
mnment. and the ecology —par-
ticularly. the huge planned
Puablo- reservolr o= the termin-
al point of the Fr:rmgpamﬁr
kanses project. W

‘“we've told our side'’ said
Farley, “but we have heep
unable {0 get anything out of
the army, And look at the way
the army went about this thing
from the beginning. Army offi-
cials held what amounted to z
clandestine meeting in Pueblo
somelime ago, invited a select
number of people who would
offer the least amount of resis-
tance, and then posted puards
at the deor of the meeting hal!
‘o check the ideniifications of
lanyene else who wanted (o go
tin. 1s thal anyway lo run an.
i thing out in the open.™
i Should Farley's proposal pass
tthe house, El Paso Counly leg.
Jislative members have prom-
ised that they will have apme
:personnel en hand before the
medsure gors o a ienale ¢com.
mitire,




T‘ne mystenuus ]:‘.nvimnmcn
tal Irmpact Stafement (EIS) pres
pared. by Dames and Moor fn]
Denver -for ‘the' Army ‘on the
proposed expansion: of. Ft..Cr!|
son has finally heen releaae 1o
the public, -~ - '
Ft. Carson In‘!nrmatmn ‘(}Ht-u
cer Lt,-Col. Stin Fisk told:a
f.‘.olmdn ‘Springs -~ Chamber’
of Commerce - Military Affairs
Committee meeting Tﬁursday
that the mountadin E!mst hq z't.-
ceived a* copy o
Wednesday. :
For some time, Carsun;_h;(d
posaeasjm of what was lermied

a “working copy” of the EIS
draft that was to be looked- at
for approval, comment and ad-
ditions. The report was original-
Iy set lor release in June but i
was not until July 17 that Sen,
Peter Dominick's "office in
Washinglon. D.C., released a
copy of it.

Al a news conference Mon-
day, El Paso County Commis-
{sioner Stan Johnson commented
'that someone had found a copy
‘of the statement in a Denver
waste can with pages detrimen-
lal to the Army lorn out. The
paper later ended up in the
hands of the Army at Carson,
according to Johnson,




The EIS slates thal “There is
ne comprehensive range sutvey
avallable thal precisely defines
the range condition of the pro-
posed expansion area. However,
Fi. Carson plans” to do a de-
tailed range survey for possible
grazing leases”

Grazing on the presenl moun-
tain post was discontinued ap-
proximately one year ago after
a five year lease with area ran.
chers was nol renewed.

Some of these same ranchers|
participated in a combined soll|
conservation  study of  the
present post, which recommend-
ed that Carson not be allowed
to expand.

“If the acquisition of the
acreage required for expanded
training exercises is not ap-
proved and implemented, the
4th Infantry Dwmmn {Mm’n}

R (BT possible’that -
"-'i'-i].ﬂl‘f would e, -atat
vihere;, thus great
tra.i.ung ‘and ‘atherfa '
L Carson with fhe ’pusﬁ\bla s
weption of - selected” "Nahimal
‘Guard. and U.S. Arniy. I’iemu Vo
umtﬁ. 1 :




" 'When a similar expansion was
annatmced in. 1969 - -and - thi
later denied by the Am}’;-@tﬂﬂﬂ
|Carson commander, Maj. Gen!
‘Bernard W. Rogers, cnmnwnted :
that if-the Army was unable }
expand Ft. Carson it may
forced to close.

“The short - term effects on
soils resulting from destroying
or disturbing vegetation will
consist of more rapid erosion,
increased stream siltation, re-
duced organic content of soil
horizons leading 1o severe
leaching and reduced moisture
retention capacily through hin-
\dering range seeding program,"”
‘the EIS states.

' The slatement goes on to
tstate thal, “Shorl-term vegeta-

Lion destruction-implles'a; redu::-.
tion - in: ‘ﬁﬂdlee ncatmgr
brecding areas;: el_unumhﬁn of
wildlife cover;-and: & reduetfon!
in productivity -':blghemmgh;m
levels. U8, Army range” fans
agﬂment policies; lnelwﬂhrtgE the
use of ‘land ‘on ‘an’ altcrnatlng‘
basis wihl ensure that the resoit-’
ing loss of long: term. pmductw-'.;
ity is: ver}r bogy. " e '
‘The shtemcnt n]:,n cnmmﬁnta,.
that the Pueblo Council of Gov-;
ermment§’ - ivdicated Ihnt i the,
Catson’ f*k;mn;.mn cuulci ‘miore’
effectively contain urban sprawl.
along : the . Coiuraﬂ,a “Springs:
Pueblo corridor by ' expanding’
castward to, include all the Tand:
up the Irfmrslati, beajghf of'.
way.'" . ikl
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